    216  Y SERVICE CLUB WOMEN / Y'S MENETTES
In the early days of the International Association of Y’s Men’s Clubs, a wife of a Y’s Man was called a Y’s Menette and sometimes the women formed an auxiliary to the local Y’s Men’s Club. Over the years, the Y’s Menettes movement evolved and since 1987/88 Y’s Menettes International has been recognized as a full-partner organization of YMI. In 1997, the use of ‘Y Service Club Women’ was approved as an alternate name for a Y’s Menettes Club.
The Constitution for the International Association of Y’s Men’s Clubs in effect from June 1, 1974 allowed Y's Men's Clubs to accept women members. In addition, Article III, Section 3 of the constitution states: 
[bookmark: _Hlk72781075]“There may be Y’s Menettes Clubs consisting of women to plan and carry out programmes and projects of their own in support of the affiliated clubs, the YMCA and the community at local, District, Regional, Area and International levels.”
The Maritimes Region may acknowledge three categories of women:
1. Women in Y's Menettes Clubs/Y Service Club Women
1. Women in Y's Men’s Clubs. (There are Y's Men's Clubs consisting of men only, women only, and of both men and women.)
1. Any women who do not want to be organized in a Y’s club but do support Y'sdom very actively in many ways . (These women are not referred to as Y’s Menettes or Y Service Club Women.)
Any woman may be a Y Service Club/Y's Menettes Club member and, in addition to their affiliation to a local Y's Men's Club, may form clubs independently. 
A Director for Y Service Club Women/Y’s Menettes Clubs exists at the Maritimes Region, Canada-Caribbean Area, and international levels. In the Region and the Area, the Directors serve on the respective councils. In 2018, the name Y Service Club Women was officially adopted for the Region and Area, but some clubs choose to continue as Y’s Menettes Clubs.
At the international level Y's Menettes International regularly identifies a separate International Project, which is supported by clubs throughout the world. At other levels, including the club level, members often operate independent projects in addition to participating in Y's Men’s projects.
In the Maritimes Region there are five Y Service Club Women/Y's Menettes Clubs, affiliated in every case with an active Y's Men's Club: Amherst, Capitals, Charlottetown, Epsilon, and Pictou County. Also, there are women members in five Y's Men's Clubs: Cumberland, Epsilon, Glace Bay and Area, Marysville, and Summerside. 
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